
LEED FOR NEIGHBORHOOD 
DEVELOPMENT 



What is LEED-ND? 
 

• United States Green Building Council (USGBC) 

• LEED = Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 

• ND = Neighborhood Development 

• A rating system that combines elements of smart growth, 
urbanism, and green building that leads to improved quality 
of life. 
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The Benefits: the triple bottom line   



Evolution of LEED ND 



Credit Categories 



LEED-ND Credits 

• 12 Mandatory Pre-Requisites  

• 41 Credits worth 100 points 

• 6 Innovation Credits 

• 4 Regional Priority Credits 

• Minimum of 40 to Certify, 50 
Silver, 60 Gold, 80 Platinum 



How is LEED-ND Organized? 

 Smart Location and Linkage = Where?  
– 5 Prerequisites, 9 credits with 27 Points 

 Neighborhood Pattern and Design = What?  

– 3 Prerequisites, 15 credits with 44 Points 

 Green Infrastructure and Building = How? 

– 4 Prerequisites, 17 credits with 29 Points 
 



Smart Location and Linkage 



Neighborhood Pattern and Design 

Compact, Complete, Connected 
•  People connected to place and to each other 
•  Shared public spaces 
•  Nearby goods and services 
 

 



Neighborhood Pattern and Design 

• Prerequisite for building 
height to street width of 
3:1 

• Reduced street width to 
facilitate walkable streets 

• Variety of housing types 
and prices 

 

 



Neighborhood Pattern and Design 

Walkability 

• Pedestrian-oriented street design 

• Narrow streets 

• Building entries facing public spaces 

• Transparent building facades 

• Minimal building setbacks 

• On-street parking 

• Street trees 



• Site impacts 

• Water 

• Energy 

• Materials 

• Infrastructure 

Green Infrastructure and Building 

Use design techniques and systems to 
reduce environmental impacts based on: 





LEED for Neighborhood Development 

• SMART LOCATION AND LINKAGE 17 points 

• NEIGHBORHOOD PATTERN AND DESIGN 23 points 

• GREEN CONSTRUCTION AND TECHNOLOGY 5 points 

• REGIONAL PRIORITY CREDIT  1 point 

• LEED ACREDITED PROFESSIONAL 1 point 

TOTAL 47 points 



 

• 81 LEED ND Pilot projects in US with 5 Pilot projects in 
Colorado: 
1.   Certified: Aspen Club Living – Aspen, CO 

2.   Platinum: Ever Vail – Vail, CO 

3.   Certified:  Horizon Uptown – Aurora, CO 

4.   Gold:  Park Avenue Redevelopment-Block 3 – Denver, CO 

5.   Silver:  Washington Village (Cedar Commons) – Boulder, CO 

 

• Only 3 certified LEED for Neighborhood Development 
(v2009) Projects in entire US to date. 

Buckley Annex LEED ND Certification 


