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Lowry Planning/Disposition Subcommittee  

Meeting Summary for August 16, 2012 

 

 
Committee members in attendance:  Gayle Jetchick, Brad Pierce, Kathleen Ruby, Rolf Werner, Brian Wert and 

Chuck Woodward. 

 

Public Attendance: Approximately 30 

 

LRA Presenters:  Monty Force and Tom Berger  

 

INTRODUCTIONS 

The meeting was called to order at 5:10 p.m. by Brian Wert 

 

MINUTES 

A motion by Rolf Werner with a second by Chuck Woodward was passed to approve the minutes from the July 

26, 2012 meeting as presented. 

 

DISSCUSSION ITEMS 

 Transportation Update 

The only updates to report are that preliminary conversations with Denver’s Transportation Department 

indicate that there is support of Lowry Boulevard being three lanes rather than five lanes, but there is 

still a lot of detail to be reviewed once the General Development Plan (GDP) is submitted.  There is also 

acceptance in concept of incorporating a bike lane on First Avenue, which has been an important issue 

for the community. 

 

 Demolition Briefing 

Tom Berger has been with the LRA since 1999 and is the Director of Construction, which also includes 

overseeing the demolition program. 

 

The demolition program at the Buckley Annex will be in two phases that will be in the near term and 

also over the next two-three years as development proceeds.  The demolition will entail 24 acres of 

pavement in roads, parking lots, tennis courts, former taxiway and tarmac.  There are also three 

buildings on the site.  Building 444, the large former Defense Finance Accounting Service (DFAS) 

center and Air Reserve Personnel Center will be demolished.  There are two ancillary buildings known 

as Building 445, which contains pumps for the chillers and Building 446, which is on the east side of the 

site and was a sanitary holding tank with a pump station.  Building 446 has been decommissioned for a 

number of years.  There are also some various miscellaneous smaller structures. 

 

A depiction of the demolition areas was shown.   

o The northeast corner will be fenced off with access to the LRA office building. 

o Just to the west of the LRA building will be a section for a demolition/recycling staging 

area. 

o All other areas with paving or buildings will be part of Phase 1 of the demolition 

program.  This will include tennis and basketball courts, parking lots that have very thick 

concrete beneath them, and the buildings.  Underground utilities will also come out to be 

replaced with all new utilities.  The existing roads around the site will remain as access 

roads during construction. 
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As part of an overall sustainability master plan the recycling program will reuse as much demolished 

material as can be used on site.  Of the estimated 32,000 tons of pavement, an estimated 40% will be 

reused on site for road base and other projects.  This equates to saving 1,000 truck trips off site.  The 

remaining pavement will be recycled off site for other uses.  There will also be approximately 51 tons of 

metals from building demolition that will be salvaged and recycled off site. 

 

A mobile pavement breaker will break up the pavement in 18-inch segments so that it can be lifted in 

chunks and then process through a crushing machine. 

 

Building demolition is done with a trackhoe and the debris is separated for recycling or hauled to an 

appropriate landfill.  

 

Demolition activities will be conducted, as is the usual pattern throughout Denver, Monday through 

Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.  Most contractors choose not to work on Saturdays.  There is a 

noise ordinance that will be followed to not exceed 55 decibels at the site boundary.  There will be no 

public access to the site as development happens.  The fence line will change as the active sites changes, 

but for now the entire site will be contained for safety reasons.  Construction trucks will use Quebec to 

the north and either Lowry Boulevard or Alameda to the east.  In most cases Alameda will be used 

because drivers of the larger trucks usually don’t like to use the roundabouts. 

 

The following shows the anticipated demolition schedule. 

o September – Contractor selection and tree transplanting during the appropriate season to 

maximize success. 

o October – November –Pavement demo, on-site crushing, building abatement, utility 

disconnects.  There is some asbestos in the buildings, but it is contained.  Abatement is 

overseen by the state health department and must be done in order to obtain a demolition 

permit. 

o December – February – Building demolition, backfill and completion of pavement demo. 

 

The first phase of the demolition program should be complete by late winter to early spring. 

 

Q/A with LRA response in bold: 

 

As an Aurora city council member it is requested that you coordinate with Aurora Public Works to use 

Aurora truck routes.  There has been a problem with trucks going through Aurora to get to the landfill at 

Gun Club Road and Hampden and not using the proper routes.  LRA agreed to coordinate with 

Aurora Public Works. 

 

There is some fill dirt being produced from projects at Fitzsimons.  Is there a potential that the Buckley 

Annex project could use some of this dirt?  The LRA has been notified about the Fitzsimons dirt.  

Timing is always critical for when dirt is needed and when it is available and the dirt would have 

to be inspected to see if it is appropriate for our needs, but the LRA will certainly explore the 

potential. 

 

What is the purpose of the manholes in the berm along First Avenue? They are access to a sanitary 

sewer line and are not needed so will be eliminated. 
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Will there be dust control?  Yes, the dust will be controlled with water sprinkling to keep it from 

blowing.  Any dirt that will be undisturbed for a period of time will be planted with a fast-growing 

ground cover. 

 

Does the recycling program contribute to the LEED ND certification?  Yes, it does somewhat, but only 

qualifies for one point. 

 

How is the decision made as to the percentage of recycling that will be done on site?  We will recycle 

on site only the amount that can be used for the site development. 

 

It is requested that Lowry Boulevard be avoided as a truck route. 

 

Explain the crushing process and how is it used.  Will it be covered to avoid dust?  The larger chunks 

of concrete are fed into the crusher and come out on a conveyor belt in a rock like form so there is 

no need to cover it.  Water will be used on the piles to control dust as needed.  This rock is then 

used as a base for new roadways.  There is compacted dirt then 7-12 inches of the crushed 

aggregate and then the asphalt.  The aggregate will also be used as pipe bedding when the 

underground utilities are installed and as temporary roads during construction.  

  

It was asked if any of the committee had read the traffic report.  Several committee members who 

were involved with the planning process said they had read the 2007 report that was done at the 

time the Buckley Annex Redevelopment Plan was created.  The new report has not been released 

yet as it is being completed for inclusion in the GDP submittal. 

 

 Updated GDP Timeline 

The schedule has been delayed one month with submittal currently anticipated by the end of August.  

Following that, all phases of the process with reviews and comment periods, a public meeting conducted 

by the City and ongoing updates at LRA meetings should be completed in January 2013. 

 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Judy Weaver, a resident in EastPark at Lowry commented on a situation that is impacting the 

neighborhood to the south of the Legends complex located at the corner of Dayton and Lowry 

Boulevard.  She suggested that planning for Buckley Annex be given careful consideration to avoid the 

same issue.   

 

The Legends parcel was sold in 2006 for development of 212 condominiums.  Since that time 150 of the 

units are now rentals.  The problem is that a tandem parking zoning waiver was approved by the City 

and parking is now overflowing to the streets to the south.  It is a very unpleasant situation with cars 

lining the residential streets to the south of the complex and creating some safety issues. There are units 

being rented to up to six non-related adults meaning that there are six cars for that one unit with 

inadequate parking available on the site.  

 

Monty Force said that he is aware of this situation and that the zoning for the site allows for 

tandem parking.  He has communicated with City Councilwoman Susman, as have the EastPark 

neighbors, and she is working with the neighborhood to find a workable solution. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 


