
 
LOWRY DESIGN REVIEW COMMITTEE 

June 6, 2013 
 
 
Attendees 
Committee:   Jim Hartman, Dick Marshall, Al Sigman, Chuck Woodward, Kevin Yoshida 
Recording Sec.  Jean Lindholm 
Projects:  Lucid Studios (7381 E. 6th Ave) 

Semple Brown Design (Denver Montclair International School) 
Semple Brown Design (Hangar 2 Dining District) 

 
Al Sigman opened the meeting at 8:15 a.m. 
   

• 7381 E. 6th Avenue 
Custom Residence 
Variance Hearing (flat roof) and  
Preliminary Review 

 
A determination was made to continue the variance hearing until the July 11th meeting for the applicant 
to complete the proper documentation for their request for a flat roof.   
 
The committee agreed that the general direction of the design was good and made the following comments on 
the preliminary drawings: 

• The front patio encroachment of 12 feet into the front setback is too much for Denver standards of 8 feet.  
This could either be adjusted by moving the entire house to the rear a few feet or to modify the impact of 
the encroachment with landscaping.  Either approach would have to be approved by CCD plan review. 

• It was requested that a plotting of the house in context be provided via a Google Earth depiction or some 
other mechanism. 

• Give consideration to a lighter color stone or brick. 
• The simplicity of the design is good but would be better without so many materials.  Perhaps the siding 

could be changed to stucco as is used on the west side and garage element. 
• This is a good design that can add to the neighborhood with a diversity of architecture. 
• Thinning of the front fascia might give more elegance to the appearance. 

 
One of the architects commented that they preferred to focus on the quality rather than on the bulk of the design.  
The home will be in line with other square footage available along 6th Avenue and will have 4800 square feet 
above ground with an additional 2500 below ground. 
 
A neighbor who had received notification of the variance request was in attendance and voiced her concern that 
the flat roof would not fit well with the architectural character of the neighborhood with only 2 flat roofed 
homes.  She felt better after seeing the design and is an advocate of the Frank Lloyd Wright style being used.  
She requested that consideration be given to materials that would give the home a more “Colorado” look. 
 
The committee welcomed the comments from the neighbor and said that she is welcome to attend any future 
meetings as the review process continues and that the architect should stay in touch with her as they continue to 
make adjustments to the plans.   
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Kevin Yoshida commented that most of the homes along 6th Avenue were built in a tight time frame and these 
few remaining lots have different approaches in style.  It presents a decision dilemma for the committee to force 
the previous style on all builders or allow changes over time.  It might be a good transition that this design 
bridges a gap between the flat roof home on the northwest corner of 6th Avenue and Quebec Street and those 
homes that were built earlier.  It was pointed out that there is one other flat-roof designed home on 6th Avenue 
that has been approved and is under currently under construction. 
 

• Denver Montclair International School 
New Classroom Building 
Schematic 

 
Chris Wineman, with Semple Brown Design reviewed that this new building will provide classroom space, a 
library and a multi-purpose area in a two-story building with 25,000 square feet above ground.  Changes to the 
plan in response to committee comments from the pre-submission review were shown: 
 

o See if there is a way to make the sidewalk consistent along the Red Cross Way rather than the 
fluctuations that currently exist. – Response is to create a wider junction area where the 
sidewalk crosses into the fire access driveway  

o Give consideration to having the setback from the street align with the main edge of the 
elementary building. – Response was that the desire was to maintain a larger interior open 
space and to tie into the existing gymnasium building. 

o The street facing elevation is not sensitive to the pedestrian experience or public realm. The 
design should be revised with landscape, fenestration and detailing that improves building 
transparency, sidewalk experience and natural light into the building. – Response was to 
reorient the glass paneled stairway to the south side rather than on the east end with a 
masonry base that will create a corner stone and name monument.  Brick inset panels 
along the south side will tie into the gymnasium design and other historic military 
structures.  Facings were added around the windows and planter boxes interspersed under 
the windows along the south side of the building. 

 
Some trees will be lost to construction activities that will be replaced in other locations, including on the public 
sidewalk side of the structure. 
 
Jim Hartman asked that they pay close attention to the northwest connection detail of the new building to the 
existing gymnasium. 

 
Comments from the committee for consideration for the final review: 

 Texture, pattern or color the sidewalk path through the driveway area.  
 On the secondary entry on the east end consider enlarging the canopy to a size conducive for 

protection from the weather or create a vestibule around that entry. 
 For a more balanced appearance consider adding one more panel of glass around the corner on the 

east end enclosing the stair way.  
 Adjust the placement of the light pole on Red Cross Way to better align with the tree locations. 

 
A motion was made by Dick Marshall seconded by Chuck Woodward was passed to approve the 
schematic design contingent on final design inclusion of the changes requested by the committee. 
 
 

• Hangar 2  
Modified Dining District 
Final Review 
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There was a discussion about the parking available for the dining area.  The schematic review showed 294 
spaces to be provided.  The plans are currently in CCD review and due to fire access requirements nine of those 
spaces will be lost.   The current allocation is 285 spaces on-site, which is still 50% above the required number.  
There will also be an additional 25 spaces of street parking, bringing the total to 310 available parking spaces.    
 The committee requested that a detailed breakdown be submitted for the LDRC file showing the most 

likely needs, the parking requirements and what will be provided for each area associated with Hangar 2. 
 
The lighting details were in the submitted sheets for both building mounted and pedestrian lighting.  
 Dick Marshall requested that the location of the lighting poles be coordinated with the projected growth 

of the tree canopy. 
 
Landscaping on the corner plaza area is challenging due to the utility boxes and requirements of movable 
plantings.   Rather than a permanent ground surface a pattern of pavers in the plaza and outdoor dining areas 
will be used and on edges of grading changes and around surface materials transitions (i.e. concrete to asphalt).   
Flower pots will be used in the plaza that again, are movable for access for the utility companies. 
 It was recommended that the appropriate landscaping for graded areas be carefully considered to avoid 

maintenance issues later. 
 Hawthorn trees have very sharp and messy thorns that are not recommended for use in the patio areas 

and should be replaced. 
 Serviceberry trees have a low, broad canopy that is not conducive for ease of walking and should be 

replaced with a different species. 
 
Glazing strips have been added to the building façade to give more transparency as was previously requested. 
 
Rooftop mechanical unit screening will be accomplished with parapets. 
 
The location of trash enclosures and grease trap access points are under discussion through CCD plan reviews. 
 
A motion by Chuck Woodward seconded by Dick Marshall was passed for final approval of the modified 
Hangar 2 dining district contingent on: 

• Parking breakdown 
• Replacement of Hawthorn and Serviceberry trees 
• Submittal of a full set of construction drawings 
• At the island area interior to the site outside Building 1  use paving stones to create a resting area 

with seating rocks 
• Provide to the LDRC the resolution of the overhead banners being reviewed by CCD 

 
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 a.m. 
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