
 
 
 

Lowry Planning/Disposition Subcommittee  
Meeting Summary for August 15, 2013 

 
 
Committee members in attendance:  Gayle Jetchick, Mary Nell Wolff and Chuck Woodward. 
 
Public Attendance: 0 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. by Mary Nell Wolff. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion was passed to approve the minutes from the June 20, 2013 meeting as presented. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment. 
 
UPDATE ITEMS 

• At the July 23rd meeting the Board of Directors gave direction to LRA staff to include a 
condition for parking standards at Boulevard One in the zoning application that would exceed the 
minimum requirement by CCD and to have another conversation with the CCD staff about parking.  
That conversation has taken place without any real conclusion being reached on how CCD will treat the 
application if a parking condition is included.  LRA staff and consultants are working on language for 
the conditions that would set parking requirements greater than the zoning proposed would require. The 
proposed conditions will be determined by reviewing the documentation gathered by the LCMA on 
various parking conditions that exist at Lowry as well as prior code requirements and discussion with 
prospective developers. 
 
CCD has asked that the LRA do more community outreach with meetings to inform and discuss the 
proposed zoning with registered neighborhood organizations (RNOs), which will delay the application 
submittal by at least another month or two. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

• PowerHouse Plaza Parcel 15 (currently used by Westerra Credit Union) Proposed Use Change 
 
Andrew Braun introduced himself and the rest of the team members working on a contract to purchase 
the Westerra Credit Union building for use by the Eating Recovery Center (ERC).  Mr. Braun explained 
that early in 2011 ERC opened two facilities at Lowry to treat children and adolescents (ages 10-18) at 
8140 E. 5th Ave. and a day treatment program and outpatient services for adults at 8190 E 1st Ave. that 
expanded on their existing adult treatment program located at 1830 Franklin St.  
 
 In 2012 ERC opened a fourth facility at Lowry as a day treatment program for children, adolescents and 
their parents.  This facility is located at 100 Spruce St and operates in conjunction with the child and 
adolescent hospital, which is located nearby at the E. 5th Avenue facility. 
 
Earlier in 2013 ERC relocated its executive office from its Franklin St. facility to an office building at 
Lowry and are in the process of moving its business office, human resources staff and financial services 
staff from Glendale to Lowry. 
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This mission of ERC is to provide healing and hope for a lasting recovery to individuals and families 
afflicted with an eating disorder.  A full spectrum of care is provided with expert behavioral and medical 
treatment in an environment of compassion, collaboration, competence and integrity.   
 
With the intent of expanding the program it makes sense to locate another facility at Lowry to provide a 
core campus that will optimize patient care.  By obtaining the Westerra building another 34,000 SF 
would be added, bringing the total space at Lowry to 94,000 SF.   
 
ERC currently has approximately 200 employees at Lowry with some of them living here also.  The 
focus of treatment is on recovery.  To accomplish that ERC wants to provide residential treatment on a 
campus like setting so has been incrementally gathering facilities at Lowry.  ERC also rents some 
apartments at Lowry Park to provide a place for additional out-patient treatment before clients return to 
their home situations.   
 
As part of its due diligence and title research it was found that there is a “general” office use restriction 
on the deed.  ERC is requesting support from the Planning Subcommittee to recommend that the use 
restriction be released so they can use the building for “medical” purposes. The current zoning of B3 
does allow for “medical” use.  
 
Boulder Associates would design the building changes with either Phipps or Saunders doing the 
construction work to accommodate the medical use of the building. 
 
Mary Nell Wolff commented that she lauds the treatment program that tackles a very difficult illness and 
centrally locating the facilities makes perfect sense.  She asked for questions from the subcommittee 
members. 
 
Will there be any exterior changes to the building?  The only change could be the addition of a 
loading dock at the rear of the building that would be screened. 
 
What parking is currently provided and what will be the anticipated parking needs?   The credit 
union was designed at 4 spaces per 1,000 SF of space.  ERC needs would be more like 2/1000 for staff.  
Clients mostly come from out of town and live at the facility during the course of treatment.  ERC 
provides transportation even for those clients who have progressed to apartment living before returning 
to their homes. 
     
A motion by Chuck Woodward seconded by Gayle Jetchick was passed to recommend the release 
of the “general office use” restriction from the deed. 
 
The subcommittee recommended that ERC provide the following for their presentation to the 
Community Advisory Committee at its September 3rd meeting: 

1. Map showing the current facilities and this new facility. 
2. Number of ERC employees at Lowry.  
3. Total square footage at Lowry. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 6:00 p.m. 
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