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Lowry Community Advisory Committee  
Meeting Summary for September 3, 2013 

 
 
Committee members in attendance:  Walt Barbo, Bruce Berman, Gwendolyn Crenshaw, Gayle Jetchick, Brad 
Pierce, Kathleen Ruby, Elliott Simonberg, Lew Taylor, Deb Wallace, Debbie Walters and Chuck Woodward. 
 
Public Attendance: 0  
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Chuck Woodward. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion by Kathleen Ruby seconded by Deb Wallace was passed to approve the minutes as presented 
from the July 9, 2013 meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT - There was no public comment. 
 
UPDATES 

• Boulevard One Zoning – A reminder was given that the General Development Plan (GDP) was approved  
in April and there have been two rounds of meetings each with the Planning Subcommittee, the Community 
Advisory Committee and the LRA Board of Directors with recommendations and approval to move forward with 
a zoning application.  Pursuant to direction of the Board, a condition regarding parking standards is to be included 
in the zoning application.  This condition will give some specificity to expanded parking requirements at 
Boulevard One that will go beyond the minimum requirements in the zoning code.  Parking standards will be 
based on research of existing conditions at Lowry, builder surveys and what was used in the old zone code, which 
called for a higher parking standard.  As an example of the various standards that are proposed: 
 

Commercial office/retail: Old zoning of B3 – 2/1000 sf   
New code of C-MX-5 – 1.25/1000 
Legacy Lowry – most done at 4 or 5/1000 
Proposed Condition – 2/1000 minimum 

 
Eating Establishments: Old code – 5/1000 

     New code – 2/1000 
     Proposed Condition – 5/1000 
  
 

Apartments:   Old code – 1.5/unit 
     New code - .75/unit 
     Proposed Condition – 1.5/unit minimum  
 
The Lowry Design Review Committee (LDRC) will also analyze each new project for higher needs per unit mix 
(apartments) or more per square footage (commercial) based on specific uses or extenuating circumstances.  It is 
unknown if the Denver Planning staff will recommend approval of a parking condition. 
 
Residents of the Park Heights neighborhood have presented their concerns that the DHA complex is now located 
in an area not according to the Buckley Annex Redevelopment Plan.  The LRA is willing to move DHA to the 
west and will bring a proposal to the committee after some site plan studies are explored.  The LRA will have 
discussions with DHA to determine their plans and report on those discussions. 
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Debbie Walters commented that Park Heights residents also questioned setbacks at 10 feet.  Mr. Force responded 
that 10 feet setbacks are an urban pattern, with many examples of that at Lowry. 
 
A question was posed about commercial parking standards Mr. Force said that lenders have higher demands than 
what the zoning calls for with many projects parking at 4-5/1000 square feet of commercial space. 
 

 
ACTION TEMS 

• Westerra Credit Union Building proposed use change for Eating Recovery Center (ERC) – ERC  
has been an employer at Lowry for several years.  They are in the process of expanding to the Westerra 
building located on Spruce at 1st Ave with B-3 zoning.  There is a deed restriction for “general” office 
use and ERC is requesting that the “general” office use restriction be modified to allow for medical use, 
which is allowed under the zoning. 
 
Andrew Braun introduced himself as the COO for ERC since 2008; Tim Callahan the real estate agent; 
Dr. Ken Weiner who leads the medical team and has 30 years of experience in treating eating disorders; 
Jay Kamlet is legal counsel.   
 
Mr. Braun complimented the LRA along with its board and committees and said that it entailed a great 
amount of responsibility, hard work and long term goals that lead to the success of turning the former 
Air Force base into a vibrant community.  The first ERC facility was opened in 2008 near St. Joseph 
Hospital and since then all the growth has been at Lowry with 66,000 square feet that will grow to 
nearly 100,000 square feet with this expansion and approximately 300 employees. Mr. Braun said that 
being a part of a dynamic community is in line with their goals of excellence and hard work for success 
in their treatment program.  Mr. Braun requested for a recommendation from this committee for the 
Lowry Board of Directors to modify the “general” office use restriction. 
 
Tim Callahan said that Lowry is the headquarters for a much larger organization around the country.  
The building under consideration will give ERC another 34,000 square feet.  There are 131 parking 
spaces that equates to 3/1000. 
 
Jay Kamlet gave further explanation that the current B-3 zoning does allow medical use.  ERC and with 
his recommendation felt it best to modify the deed restriction with specific uses so there won’t be any 
questions arising in the future. 
 
Dr. Ken Weiner has been with ERC for a number of years and is proud to be a part of an organization 
that is premier in the country with four national experts in the treatment of eating disorders. Females 
make up 90% of their population who are in treatment for anorexia and bulimia.  Substance abuse is not 
an issue in eating disorders.  The facility under discussion would be a residential center for adults (aged 
18+).  One of the other facilities at Lowry currently treats 10-17 year olds.  An average length of in-
facility residential treatment is 30 days with most of the patients coming from outside of Colorado.  
They are picked up at the airport and transported by staff members so parking needs are minimal for 
staff.  Dr. Weiner said that they also rent 22 apartments at Lowry Park for use as clients advance through 
the treatment program prior to returning to their home situations.  Again, they are transported by ERC 
staff. 
 
The Westerra building would be converted to a residential treatment facility with 24 beds initially 
expandable to a 30-bed capacity. All patients are referred and screened for non-violence, drug abuse, 
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etc.  ERC treatment is specific to eating recovery.  The organization is privately owned with 93% of the 
fees covered by insurance and 7% by patient deductibles/co-pays. 
 
The timeline is to have the building remodeling done and open by late March 2014.  Most of the 
remodel work will be interior with only a loading dock added to the exterior that will be screened from 
view. 
 
Mr. Force explained that this parcel is across the street from the area for small businesses known as 
PowerHouse Plaza so a 20-year restriction was put on the deed for general office to maintain the parcel 
for commercial use.  The ERC is requesting that this deed restriction for general office be modified so 
that they can use the building for medical purposes. 
 
Lew Taylor asked to be recused from voting, but wanted it noted that he is in support of releasing the 
deed restriction and felt this was the right use for the area. 
 
It was also noted that members Nadine Caldwell, Mary Carr and Mary Nell Wolff were not able to 
attend but sent emails with their support of the release of the general office deed restriction and support 
of ERC  as a Lowry business and the great program they are have. 
 
A motion by Walter Barbo seconded by Debbie Walters was passed with ten affirmative votes and 
one abstention to recommend that the Board of Directors approve changing the use restriction to 
accommodate the medical use. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

• Bruce Berman questioned the turnover of merchants in the Lowry Town Center and asked if the  
LRA has any influence over that situation.  Mr. Force responded that the LRA worked closely with the 
developer at the beginning to assist with the mix of merchants.  However, now the LRA has no input 
into how the owner of the center conducts its business or who the tenants are.  There were general 
comments among the committee members that it is difficult to get locally owned businesses that can 
afford current lease rates in any shopping center and that with improvements in the economy 3-year 
leases are now the norm. 
 

• Demolition schedule on Building 444 (DFAS/ARPC) is scheduled to begin mid to late  
September.  There will be a webcam that can be accessed through a website.  More information about 
that will be coming out soon.  Abatement is completed and the wait is for the demolition contractor to 
free up a crew from other commitments around town. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 6:15 p.m. 
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