
Lowry Community Advisory Committee  
Meeting Summary for December 3, 2013 

  
 
Committee members in attendance:  Walter Barbo, Nadine Caldwell, Gayle Jetchick, Kathleen Ruby, Elliott 
Simonberg, Lewis Taylor, Michael Uhlenkamp, Debbie Walters, Rolf Werner, Brian Wert, Mary Nell Wolff, 
Chuck Woodward 
 
Public Attendance: Genny Kline, Jenny LaPerriere, Councilmember Mary Beth Susman 
 
Presenters: Kevin Yoshida 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Brian Wert. 
 
MINUTES 
A motion by Nadine Caldwell seconded by Rolf Werner was passed with 11 affirmative votes and 1 
abstention (Michael Uhlenkamp) to approve the minutes as presented from the October 1, 2013 meeting.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  

• Jenny LaPerriere, from Denver Public Library’s Schlessman Family Branch, introduced herself and  
indicated that she would be replacing Gwendolyn Crenshaw on the Community Advisory Committee.  
 
UPDATES 

• Lawsuit involving recycled concrete at Stapleton – Michael Uhlenkamp asked if the recent lawsuit  
profiled in the Denver Post would be a concern for Lowry. According to the paper, a homeowner was recently 
awarded damages for groundwater accumulating at his foundation. The explanation was that calcite from recycled 
concrete was clogging the drainage system. Mr. Force noted that there is not a clear connection between the 
recycled concrete and groundwater, if any. To be proactive, Lowry Redevelopment Authority is exploring the 
issue to decide whether anything needs to be modified in construction practices and how it is communicated. 
Nadine Caldwell indicated that underground water has always been an issue in certain parts of Stapleton. With an 
underground river running through the area, basements flood.  

 
• DPS Boundaries/Capacity – Denver Public Schools Board of Education voted in favor to modify the  

boundaries of Lowry Elementary School to include Mayfair Park and Boulevard One but not the Berkshires. They 
deferred the physical expansion of the building until the need was more concrete.  

 
 
ACTION ITEMS 

• Boulevard One Design Guidelines 
 

Monty Force explained the design guidelines process for the committee. The guidelines have been reviewed by 
the Planning Subcommittee and now the Community Advisory Committee has a chance to comment. The Lowry 
Design Review Committee (LDRC) will vote on January 9, 2014, and the Board of Directors will vote on them 
January 28, 2014. Mr. Force also offered perspective on what design guidelines are. They are not covenants or 
restrictions for residents. Instead, they are recommendations for the LDRC to use with new construction on 
private property. They are meant to be guiding principles and not overly prescriptive or prohibitive in nature. 
They are intended to look at Lowry as a whole. The recommendations take into consideration that City zoning 
code has changed since other Lowry neighborhoods were developed. 

 
Kevin Yoshida presented the actual document for comment. He explained that the public realm is addressed by 
the LRA. These guidelines address the private side of development and how it relates to the public realm. The 
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guidelines reflect best practices in urban planning, market conditions, consumer needs and trends, and the unique 
character of the neighborhood.  

 
Mr. Yoshida provided an overview of the document and pointed out that sections hold value statements about 
place-making, architectural style and form, sustainability, building forms, landscape, site design, supporting 
elements, transportation and parking. He noted that there is an emphasis on the pre-submission process, aiming to 
manage builders/homeowners’ expectations.  

 
After the overview, Mary Nell Wolff stated that during the planning meetings, the committee had in depth 
conversations about car sharing, recharging stations and other issues. These topics were incorporated into the 
current document. Brian Wert agreed with her statement.  

 
Michael Uhlenkamp stated that utility box placement was sometimes unsightly in the Northwest Neighborhood 
and asked how it would be addressed in Boulevard One. Monty Force clarified: it is the LRA’s job to coordinate 
with Xcel to optimize box placement. The LRA is working with Xcel earlier in the process, compared to the 
Northwest Neighborhood.  

 
Mr. Uhlenkamp also asked about tree species. Ash trees are very popular in the Northwest Neighborhood but also 
problematic. (The emerald ash borer is already responsible for the loss of numerous ash trees.) Kathleen Ruby 
indicated that all one species on a street makes it easier to lose a species to disease or pest. Mr. Force explained 
that the City’s forester publishes recommendations, and then the LRA works to achieve diversity and an urban 
feel. Debbie Walters noted that when the builder goes to the Design Committee, he/she is supposed to submit 
landscape plans as well. Ms. Wolff asked if a plant list was part of the guidelines. Mr. Yoshida answered yes and 
that the City forester and other experts reviewed the list.  

  
Rolf Werner asked about parking ratios. Mr. Force indicated that ratios are contained within the zoning package 
and the Design Guidelines. Boulevard One will use a higher standard than the City’s zoning requirement. Mr. 
Wert emphasized that the pre-submission process will start with what the City prescribes and what LRDC 
guidelines is looking for. The checklist will help builders to know what is desired. Ms. Wolff and Mr. Yoshida 
noted that parking guidelines were reviewed by several neighborhood groups, including Lowry Residents for 
Planned Responsible Parking. The subcommittee wanted to ensure that all comments from the public were heard 
and addressed.  

 
Mr. Werner also asked if pedestrian connections were included in the neighborhood plans. Mr. Force answered 
yes.  

 
Mr. Yoshida noted that the guidelines include consistent recommendations for exterior finishes such as brick. 
Sixty percent is the legacy number. Ms. Walters commented that it is important to keep the quality and diversity 
of the original neighborhoods for the long term. Kathleen Ruby was glad that the document discouraged certain 
trends, such as rock face and faux distress.  

 
Ms. Wolff noted that the subcommittee is making a recommendation to LDRC to approve the Design Guidelines. 
Mr. Wert suggested that the CAC could also make that recommendation. Mr. Yoshida said that comments would 
continue to be incorporated into the working draft until late January.  

 
A motion by Mary Nell Wolff seconded by Rolf Werner passed unanimously to support the document as it 
moves forward.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned by Brian Wert at 6:30 p.m.  
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