
                                                                            
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

LOWRY REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS REGULAR MEETING 

MINUTES FOR MAY 20, 2014 
 
 

ROLL CALL:  Members present were Roy Alexander, Mark Betchey (by phone), Lindy Eichenbaum Lent, 
Rachel Neumann and Ann Torgerson. Monty Force attended as the Executive Director and Cathy Gale attended 
as General Counsel. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION TO DISCUSS LEGAL MATTERS AND TO REVIEW AND APPROVE THE 
MINUTES FROM THE MARCH 25, 2014 EXECUTIVE SESSION. 
 
An Executive Session was called pursuant to and is authorized by the following specific provisions of the 
Colorado Open Meeting Law, C.R.S. §24-6-402, et seq, to discuss only the following matters as permitted 
thereby:  
  

Legal Matters – C.R.S. 24-6-402(4)(b) (Affordable Housing) 
Review and approval of the April 22, 2014 Executive Session minutes 

 
Executive Session convened at 8:30 a.m. after the regular session. 
 
PUBLIC SESSION:  The meeting convened in public session at 7:45 a.m. and was called to order by Roy 
Alexander, Chair once Mark Betchey was available by phone to make a quorum.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  

• There was no one signed up for public comment (0 public attendance) 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 

• Minutes, April 22, 2014 
• Financial Reports, April 2014 
 

Alison Cote’ noted that due to a change in regulations from the Governmental Accounting Standards Board there 
were adjusting entries in the amount of $1,152,717 for 2013 and for $1,052,087 for 2012 for financing expenses 
that are no longer capitalized.    It should also be noted that operating expenses are not reimbursed since the OEA 
grant is no longer in effect.  
 
A motion by Lindy Eichenbaum Lent seconded by Ann Torgerson was passed to approve the Consent 
Agenda as presented consisting of the minutes of the April 22nd meeting and the April financial reports.   
 
ACTION ITEMS 

•  Land Transfer to Berkshires at Lowry – Resolution 2014-11 
 
Mr. Force explained that there was a small sliver of land within the former Lowry AFB located between the 
Denver Academy of Torah (DAT) property and the Berkshires property that was not previously transferred to 
either of those parties.  There is no economic value associated with the sliver.  DAT declined to take the property 
because of Berkshires encroachments on the property.  Berkshires was reluctant to take the property.  Timing is 
right to transfer the property now to Berkshires because of a pending transfer of ownership of that rental complex. 
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Roy suggested a clarification to add “the transfer of the property” after “authorizes:  in the THEREFORE section 
of the resolution.   
 
A motion by Ann Torgerson seconded by Rachel Neumann was passed to approve Resolution 2014-11 as 
amended to transfer a sliver of land to Berkshires at Lowry, or any proposed purchaser of Berkshires at 
Lowry.  
 

• Modification to Portion of C-MX-5 Zone District (Quebec Parcel) – Resolution 2014-12 
 
Zoning discussions with Denver Community Planning and Development (DCPD) started in April 2013 and 
zoning applications were ready to submit in July 2013.  Upon their request more public meetings were held.  
Upon DCPD recommendation of zone districts the LRA moved forward with various zoning applications in 
November.  In late April 2014 the LRA was notified that DCPD wanted to break out a section of the C-MX-5 
district because it was noted as residential only on the GDP, even though residential is allowed under the C-MX-5 
district.  The portion to be broken out under a separate application will be G-RH-3 for the portion between Oneida 
Ct and Pontiac St. just south of 1st Ave.  The LRA has been assured that the zoning applications for C-MX-5 and 
this new G-RH-3 will be concurrent and will not delay the review process.  This change has been discussed with 
the Community Advisory Committee with a recommendation from them to approve the modification. 
 
Another facet of the review of the C-MX-5 zoning involved the community park parcel. Again, open space is 
allowed under the C-MX-5 zone district.  This area will be removed from the C-MX-5 application and remain as 
O-1.   
 
A motion by Ann Torgerson seconded by Lindy Eichenbaum Lent was passed to approve Resolution 2014-
12 to modify the C-MX-5 zoning application by separating out a portion for G-RH-3 designation between 
Oneida Ct and Pontiac St south of 1st Avenue with a height restriction of 2 ½ stories along 1st Ave and to 
remove the community park open space from the application. 
 

• Assistant Secretaries – Resolution 2014-13 
 
Currently the secretary/treasurer is the only person authorized to attest documents.  To give more flexibility to 
conduct daily business if the secretary is not available, the LRA staff requests the designation of new assistant 
secretaries.  People who were previously named as assistant secretaries are no longer associated with the LRA. 
 
There was a concern over the propriety of general counsel serving in this capacity.  Mr. Alexander said that in his 
view the duties of the general counsel are to oversee the business of the Authority as a whole so this function 
would fall within those duties so he didn’t see any major conflict.  Other board members agreed, and pointed out 
that general counsel is third in line as an attestor so it would not be a common occurrence. 
 
A motion by Rachel Neumann seconded by Ann Torgerson was passed to approve Resolution 2014-13 to 
appoint the Vice-Chair and General Counsel as assistant secretaries to attest documents for the Authority 
with attesting preference to be Secretary, Vice-Chair and then General Counsel. 
 

• 2013 Annual Audit Report – Resolution 2014-14 
 
Alison Cote stated that the annual audit done by JDS Professional Group is being presented as unqualified with no 
issues raised.  The only major adjusting entries were due to a new regulation for accounting practices that no 
longer recognizes finance costs as capitalized expenses.  Those adjustments were made to cover expense costs for 
2012 and 2013. 
 
A previous discussion was recapped that since this is the 5th audit conducted by JDS it is time to assess if a new 
auditor should be solicited for the 2014 audit. 
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Mr. Alexander thanked staff for the terrific job done to prepare and work through the audit.  Ms. Cote also did an 
outstanding job of overseeing the process and getting the auditor to have the reports ready for this meeting. 
 
A motion by Rachel Neumann seconded by Ann Torgerson was passed to approve Resolution 2014-14 to 
accept the 2013 annual audit report submitted by JDS Professional Group.  
 
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 

• Legacy Lowry – Mr. Force referred the board members to the map contained in their packets showing the  
status of ROW and open space transfers to Denver.  There are several that have been made or are in process of 
being made.  The Site Specific Standards hearing was conducted earlier in May and there was some relief given 
but not as much as LAC hoped for.  With the decision made by the Water Quality Board, it is now time to resume 
discussions with Denver and determine how to proceed with transfers of those portions over the plume.   
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 

• Design Review Committee (4/17) 
• Community Advisory Committee (5/6) 

 
The notes provided in the Board packet were confirmed to accurately reflect the content of the meeting. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 

• Cherry Creek Chronicle Article – Mr. Alexander asked if there had been any media contact directly to the  
LRA in regard to the CC Chronicle article about Lowry Vista.  Mr. Force responded that there has been no 
contact.  There was emphasis in the article on a letter from the state attorney general saying that no changes could 
be done to the cap until Air Force approval was given.  The article was slanted to imply that the AF is not aware 
of any proposed plans, which is not the case.  It has always been understood that the AF has to be involved in any 
approval process. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 8:50 a.m.   
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