
Lowry Community Advisory Committee  
Meeting Summary for February 9, 2016 

  
 
Committee members in attendance:  Walter Barbo, Bruce Berman, Nadine Caldwell, Mary Carr, 
Kathleen Ruby, Elliott Simonberg, Lew Taylor, Brian Wert and Chuck Woodward. 
 
Presenters: Jamie Fogle (Design Workshop), Hilarie Portell (LRA) 
 
Public Attendance: 5 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 5:30 p.m. by Brian Wert. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes from the November 3, 2015 meeting have been approved by the CAC members 
via electronic review and approval and have been posted to the lowryredevelopment.org 
website.  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – No one signed up for public comment  
 
LOWRY MOBILITY STUDY 
 
Introduction and Overview – Hilarie Portell 

• Lowry was carefully planned as a walkable, bikeable, transit-friendly community from 
the start.  As Denver grows there is more concern about traffic congestion.  This study 
assesses the mobility network for gaps that could be addressed and position the area 
for long-term improvements.   

• Lowry has infrastructure in place to walk, ride, drive or use transit.  Importantly, this 
infrastructure is in place for projected growth as mobility becomes more of a priority 
for everyone. 

• This report is not focused on traffic management or enforcement as this is purview of 
the city. 

• LRA will take some short-term actions in the next year or so while there is still staff in 
place.  Document will be shared with city officials, LCMA, Lowry pedestrian and bicycle 
safety committee and the design review committees to help inform longer-term actions. 

• Introduction of Jamie Fogle from Design Workshop who has been the LRA’s long-time 
urban planning firm. 

 
Walk Lowry – Jamie Fogle 

• Walk Score is a patented system that uses many factors of walkability to analyze such 
things as walkable distances to amenities and pedestrian friendliness to arrive at a 
score on a scale of 1-100.  The higher the score the more walkable.  Lowry generally has 
good scores.  Average in the city of Denver is 56. 

• Boulevard One and surrounding neighborhoods walk score will go up as the Boulevard 
One amenities are in place. 
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• Routes and destinations - There are more than 60 miles of sidewalks, 12.4 miles of 
multi-use paths and 2.6 miles of trails.  Lowry also connects to the High Line Canal and 
Crestmoor Park. 

• Definitions: Sidewalks – paved, at least 5’ in width, accommodate pedestrians; Multi-
Use Path – off-road, paved, at least 10’ width, accommodate pedestrians and bicyclists; 
Trail – unpaved paths intended primarily for pedestrians. 

• Recommended Improvements:  important to continue to build complete streets and 
quality walkways as the rest of Lowry is built out. 

 
Hilarie 

• Not focused on pedestrian safety, but content of this study will be useful to support 
pedestrian safety initiatives. 

• LRA and community stakeholders should participate in the 2016 update of Denver 
Moves, the city’s plan for pedestrian and bike improvements.  Also Vision Zero, which is 
a city commitment to zero pedestrian deaths as a goal. 

 
Bike Lowry - Jamie 

• Bike scores are based on four components: 1) bike lanes, 2) hilliness, 3) destinations 
and road connectivity and 4) bike commuting mode share, which calculates the 
percentage of travelers in an area who are bicyclists 

• Lowry very bikeable with most trips within Lowry rated at less than 10 minutes.  Scores 
range from 63 to 80. 

• 9 miles of bike travel on a variety of roads and paths. 
• 5 bike routes at Lowry and connections to High Line Canal Trail, Cherry Creek Trail and 

Westerly Creek Trail. 
• To qualify as part of the Cherry Creek B-Cycle program you must be within 30 minutes 

and Lowry is just outside those limits. 
 
Hilarie 

• LRA will add bike signage on designated multi-use paths and bicycle racks in 13 
locations 

• LRA will meet with Denver Public Works about projects listed in current Denver Moves 
plan: as examples, bike lane on 6th Ave, bike boulevard on 2nd Ave, study of Syracuse St. 

 
Ride Lowry – Jamie 

• Lowry is served by seven RTD bus routes and 80 bus stops with more than 1,000 daily 
passengers. 

• Transit infrastructure will support greater ridership and more frequency as the area 
grows. 

• Three light rail stations within five miles of Lowry will open this year, serving 
Downtown, DIA and southeast business park. 

 
Hilarie 

• Important to understand the effect of light rail.  It will be a real benefit to live near one 
or more stations – and Lowry has three! 

• The community should advocate for bus route frequency to Cherry Creek, Downtown 
and southeast 
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Drive Lowry – Jamie 
• Lowry’s streets extend into the city’s grid network, helping to disperse traffic 

throughout the day. 
• Most neighborhood streets within Lowry are posted at 25 MPH, with collectors  and 

arterials posted at 30 to 40 MPH 
 
Hilarie 

• LRA will work with the city to implement warrant studies at three Quebec Street 
intersections: 1) Cedar Place, possible new lighted intersection, 2) 2nd Ave, possible left 
turn arrow, 3) 1st Ave, possible left turn arrow 

• LRA will continue to support improvements to Quebec Street north of Lowry. 
 
Boulevard One – Jamie 

• Boulevard One has also been planned to be multimodal with sidewalks, multi-use path 
and bike lane, crosswalks/bulbouts, locations for bike parking and electric car charging 
stations. 

• B-Cycle is a longer-term opportunity; start out with bike corrals. 
 
Hilarie 

• This study is being shared with Boulevard One developers and the design review 
committee to help them create mobility plans for their projects.  It is also being shared 
with the Lowry design review committee to assist in evaluating new development in 
legacy Lowry. 

 
Conclusion – Hilarie 

• As Denver grows, it will be more and more desirable to live in an area where you can do 
most of your daily rounds easily and be connected to transit or light rail to get to work, 
DIA and entertainment. 

• Research shows that 80% of 18-34 year-olds want to live in walkable neighborhoods 
(Transportation for America) and 60% of people over 50 want to live within one mile of 
daily goods and services (AARP). 

• An increase of one point in Walk Score adds $700 to $3,000 in home values. 
• The network is in place at Lowry and will only get better. 
• The full report  can be accessed at http://lowryredevelopment.org/boulevardone/ 

 
CAC comments/questions 

• Bruce Berman - When will the 1st Ave bike path be ready and what about the multi-use? 
Probably in 2017. 

• Walter Barbo - Compliment on the detail of information contained in the graphics. 
• Lew Taylor - Also compliment the graphics.  Add bus score? 
• Mary Carr – What is “bike boulevard” reference?  Refers to an on-street lane with 

signage, which is better than sharrow.  Definition of multi-use path?  Designed for 
bike and pedestrian use that is 10’ wide with signage.  LRA may buy signs to 
accelerate programs. 

• Eliott Simonberg – There needs to be a Fairmount connection to the Alameda/Highline 
Canal. 

• Brian Wert – When does the Denver Move study start?   Will start this spring and is a 
12-18 month study period to lay out the priorities. 
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Community comments/questions 

• Add 6th and Quebec to the warrant study for left turns 
• Also 1st and Monaco needs a left turn 
• Can we increase walk scores by adding amenities and not so much emphasis about the 

quality of the experience? 
• Roundabouts are not safe for bikes, pedestrians – can they be modified? 
• Stapleton proposes to add a bus collector system – can we look at adding some similar 

system at Lowry? 
• There is a lack of bicycle connectivity. Rampart is an example.  Maybe strip parking? 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.  
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