
 1 

Lowry Community Advisory Committee  
Meeting Summary for April 5, 2016 

  
 
Committee members in attendance:  Walter Barbo, Bruce Berman, Nadine Caldwell, Kathleen 
Ruby, Michael Uhlenkamp, Brian Wert. 
 
BuildMark Development: TJ Carvis, Adam Huff, Matt Mahoney  
The Abo Group:  Kevin Yoshida  
CCD Zoning   Teresa Lucero 
 
Public Attendance: 0 
 
INTRODUCTIONS 
The meeting was called to order at 5:35 p.m. by Brian Wert. 
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the March 1 meeting were reviewed by the committee via email distribution 
and with no corrections being given, they were posted at www.lowryredevelopment.org 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – There were no attendees from the public  
 
Monty Force said the meeting will focus on 1) providing background of the planning; 2) 
introducing the developer who will present preliminary plans for the site and 3) recommend 
zoning appropriate to the Monaco site.   
 
UPDATE ITEM 

• BuildMark Development, LLC (Monaco Mixed Use) 
 
An RFP was sent out to some 50 developers with 11 responses that were narrowed down to 3 
finalists by a selection committee.  There was a wide spectrum of responses from strip mall type 
shops to all single family detached houses.   BuildMark Development was selected as the developer 
of the Monaco mixed use parcel and a letter of intent is in place.   
 
Both of the mixed used parcels (on Quebec and Monaco) needed to be looked at in tandem to stay 
within the overall Boulevard One caps of 200,000 square feet of commercial space and up to 800 
residential units.  As discussions progressed with both developers, puzzle pieces started to fall 
into place as Monty tracked the counts to know what could be accommodated on the Monaco site. 
The RFP for the Monaco development was for up to 110 residential units and up to 10,000 SF of 
commercial space in 3-story maximum height buildings.   BuildMark is proposing a small amount 
of commercial and attached residential units that would include condominium product when most 
builders are still not willing to build condo units.    
 
Matt Mahoney, with BuildMark was introduced to present their plan.  Matt introduced his partner 
Adam Huff and the architect for the development, TJ Carvis.  

o BuildMark is already involved at Boulevard One as a minor partner with East West 
doing 36 row homes along Lowry Blvd.  

o Monaco planning as the gateway entry into Boulevard One from the west. 
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o Matt has been with BuildMark for 15 years with experience of building over 300 
condo units from planning, construction and HOA management.  Lessons learned 
have been applied through that experience and there is involvement at all levels 
with a wrap insurance policy that covers all contractors and subcontractors. 

o A 3500 SF restaurant anchor for the south corner with surface parking.  
Condominiums with underground parking will also be on the south side. 

o On the north side of Lowry Blvd there will be a combination of condos and town 
homes that will transition to the existing single family homes to the north.   

o Units are raised 5’ above ground level. 
o Landscape will be a coordinated integrated plan with Design Workshop who has 

done the master landscape plan for Boulevard One. 
o The idea is being explored to reshape the inside of the Monaco berm for added 

outdoor activity space for the restaurant. 
o Parking is at 1.5 per unit for residents in the garages and surface parking for guest 

and restaurant use. 
o Unit mix will be 1, 2 & 3 bedrooms at price points potentially ranging from $400K to 

$1M. 
o Size of units is approximately 900 SF – 1 bedroom; 1200 SF – 2 Bedroom; 1800+ - 3 

bedroom.  The town homes will be around 2000 SF.  
 
 
ACTION ITEM  
 

• Monaco Mixed Use Zoning 
 
Monty Force - The CAC members were reminded that a place holder for zoning of this area was  
C-MX-5.  With the understanding of the proposed plan by the developer alternative zone districts 
were explored.  The zoning code was restudied to arrive at the best zone district to match the 
planned development.   Monty said that after Kevin Yoshida explains the various nuances of the 
zoning options a recommendation will be given and action requested from the CAC.  
 
Kevin Yoshida – More information and knowledge is always good and can lead to better decisions.  
The vision of the General Development Plan leads to urban thinking, thus the place holder for a  
C-MX-5 zone district and the propensity by Denver for higher density city wide. 
 
There are three segments built into the zoning code: 

1) Context ranging from suburban to urban 
2) Building forms 
3) Scale and measurement 

 
There are lots of graphics and a vast number of combinations within the code to look at.  Kevin ran 
through a series of graphics to demonstrate the various combinations, what the 3-digit code 
means, how a recommendation was reached and how it fits with the vision of the GDP.   
 
The common denominators were looked at that matched the proposed plan.  Key elements: 

o 45’ height limit 
o Surrounding context 
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o Allow surface parking if needed (The new code has a lower parking ratio.  Boulevard 
One has the ability to use the Boulevard One Design Guidelines to enforce a higher 
ratio.) 

o Arrived at G (general urban) –MX (mixed use) -3 (stories/height limit) as the best 
match for the Monaco mixed use district. 
 

Monty Force - As a reminder, parking waivers for a higher parking ratio was requested with the 
Quebec zoning application and was rejected by Denver Planning and would not be supported by 
city council.  The design guidelines were written with higher parking ratios and to pick up items 
that the Denver zoning code does not address that are desired or restricted within Boulevard One. 
 
The LRA is asking for a recommendation to the board of directors to move forward with a G-MX-3 
zoning application for the Monaco mixed use parcel.  Other districts just didn’t fit the proposed 
use for this parcel.  There will be no waivers attached to the application.  
 
CAC comments/questions 
 
Bruce Berman – What is the timeline?  A resolution will be presented to the board at the April 
26th meeting.  It they approve, the application would be submitted soon thereafter by the 
end of April.  There is then a 4-6 month process before the Planning Board, committee 
hearings and finally to city council.  Matt Mahoney added that they are anticipating a 
closing to purchase the property by fall 2016.  
 
A motion by Nadine Caldwell seconded by Kathleen Ruby was made and passed 
unanimously to recommend a G-MX-3 zone district for the Monaco mixed use parcel. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:15 p.m.  


